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The Sacrament of Love. 





Renewal of the Sacrifice of the Cross. 


IT WOULD have been a proof of infinite love on the part 
of our Divine Savior, had He merely given us His presence 
in the holy tabernacle, and with it the immeasurable treas- 
ure of His Divinity and Humanity; but His love gave still more. 

In spirit let us go to Calvary and stand with Mary, John and 
Magdalen, beneath the Cross. Above hangs your Lord and Savior 
suffering unspeakably in Body and Soul. See His Precious Blood 
ooze from countless Wounds and flow down until even the last 
drop has drained. See the King of kings, “lifted up” between 
heaven and earth on the Tree of shame, despised by the Jews, 
mocked by the heathens, forsaken by nearly all His friends, 
yea, even by His Heavenly Father. Amid these inexpressible 
tortures He still lovingly thinks of you; with fatherly kindness 
He looks down upon you, and even gives you His own 
Mother to be also your Mother. At last, His sweet loving 
Heart breaks in death, and after It has broken, It is pierced 
through with a spear! 

Imagine, you thus see your Savior suffer, bleed and die — 
and then tell me, does not a powerful emotion, an ardent pang 
of love thrill your being? Does not your guilt-laden heart 

relent and soften, like ice beneath the glowing sun at sigh 
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of love that brings such sacrifices? Verily, “Greater love 
than this no man hath, that a man lay down his life for his 
friends” (John xv. 13). 

Once, when meditating on the bitter Passion and death of 
our Savior, St. Mary Magdalen de Pazzicried out: “See, how from 
love He is almost without reason.” And St. Francis de Paul, 
when embracing the Crucifix, was so deeply affected that in 
holy admiration he could utter nothing but: “O love, O love, 
O love!” Yes, Love, the Divinely-human Love has sacrificed 
Itself in love, and with a loud voice proclaimed its love to 
the world, “It is consummated! — consummated the sacrifice 
for which I had yearned so long and ardently, consummated 
the great, infinite work of Redemption.” 

Yes, accomplished was the mystery of justice and love, 
but accomplished only to begin anew; for what once happened 
on Calvary, takes place daily, nay, hourly upon thousands of 
altars, as often, in fact, as there are Holy Masses celebrated. 
This is, as you know and believe, the same Sacrifice as that 
which Christ once offered on the altar of the Cross. Here, 
as there, is the same Sacrifice, the same who offers, Jesus 
Christ. Only, the offering of the Sacrifice upon our altars 
takes place in an unbloody, mysterious manner, and through 
the ministry of the priest; but it is a true Sacrifice, the true, 
unbloody renewal and continuation of the bloody Sacrifice of 
the Cross. It has the same infinite value, the same infinite 
merits. What Jesus merited on the Cross for the whole 
human race, that, He applies to each individual at Holy Mass. 

“It did not suffice the infinitely loving Savior,” remarks 
St. Bernard so beautifully, “to manifest His immeasurable 
love by shedding His Blood just once on the Cross, but He 
wished to shed it daily in this Holy Sacrament, and, as it 
were, die again.” Thus the Blood of the spotless Lamb never 
ceases to flow; “For, from the rising of the sun even to the 
going down, My Name is great among the Gentiles, and in 
every place there is Sacrifice, and there is offered to My Name 
a clean oblation,” already proclaimed the Prophet Malachy (i. 11). 

O happy soul, when you stand at the altar to offer this 
Sacrifice, or kneel to assist and take part in it, then place 
yourself with Mary, John and Magdalen beneath the Cross. 
Bring to the Savior, who offers Himself in love for you, the 
Sacrifice of adoration, love and thanksgiving, the sacrifice of 
yourself with all that you are and have. 
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The Worthiest and Most Efficacious Sacrifice. 


What art thou, O child of man, compared to God, the 
Eternal, the Infinite? — A weak, helpless, sin-burdened creature, 
a handful of dust, a passing breath. And the gifts you offer — 
what value can they have before Him? Even though you 
possessed all the perfection, purity, and dignity of all the just 
on earth, all the saints and blessed spirits in heaven, and you 
would thus offer your homage and gifts to your God and 
Lord, they still would be and remain only imperfect and 
finite: they would not possess that infinite value, which alone 
is truly worthy of the supreme majesty, sanctity and justice 


of God. 
Only the Sacrifice of the New Testament is a truly 


worthy Sacrifice, worthy of Him who offers, worthy of Him 
to whom it is offered. It is the most sublime, the purest 
and most perfect Sacrifice. It is truly Divine, for the Only- 
begotten Son of God Himself is here the sacrificial Lamb and 
sacrificing priest in one person. The priest at the altar is 
only His servant, His visible representative. St. John Chrysostom 
says: “He who offered the Sacrifice at the Last Supper, does 
the same now, we merely serve in His stead. He it is who 
sanctifies the gift, who performs the consecration.” 

Rejoice, then, O Christian soul, that such an infinitely 
precious treasure is prepared for you upon the altar; exult in 
joy, for your Divine Savior Himself stands as Mediator be- 
tween you and the Heavenly Father, since He offers Himself 
as an infinitely worthy Victim for you. Yes, He offers Himself 
for you, offers Himself in your stead. He saw your total 
incapability, your poverty and sinfulness; and because He 
loved you unspeakably, He took pity on you and bestowed on 
you the most precious, purest and holiest Good: Himself as 
a worthy Sacrifice of praise, of petition, of thanksgiving, of 
propitiation. 

Now you need no longer grow discouraged when you see 
yourself so poor, naked and destitute before your Lord and 
Creator, your Father and greatest Benefactor. Your Redeemer 
and Savior speaks in overflowing love to you: “Fear not, it 
is I; it is I, the Eternal Son of the Eternal Father, who gives 
Himself to you as a Sacrifice upon the altar. Now you are 
no longer poor, but infinitely rich. But it lies in your power 
to profit by these immense riches.” What you do not possess 
nor could possess in all eternity, He gives you in richest 











198 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


measure; what you are incapable of rendering or cannot 
render in a God-pleasing manner, He renders in your stead 
in a most perfect manner. 

You cannot adore, praise and glorify God worthily; be- 
hold, your Savior does so at Holy Mass for you. You cannot 
thank God in a worthy manner for His countless benefits; 
your Savior offers, in your stead, to the Heavenly Father, an 
infinitely meritorious Thank-offering. You cannot atone for your 
immense guilt; behold, in Holy Mass your Savior gives again 
and again His Precious Blood as superabundant satisfaction, 
and obtains for you forgiveness and pardon. Perhaps you 
wish to render extraordinary help to the suffering souls in 
purgatory; behold from the Holy Sacrifice flows a great stream 
of graces for their comfort, refreshment and release. Go and 
apply it to them. 

Because of ourselves we cannot offer to the Eternal Father 
worthy praise, worthy thanks, and worthy petitions, therefore 
our Divine Savior in His infinite love gave Himself with the 
superabundant merits of His Passion and death, that we 
might again offer Him and His merits to the Heavenly Father. 
“Wherefore, O Lord,” thus the priest prays during Holy Mass, 
“we Thy servants, as also Thy holy people, calling to mind 
the blessed Passion of the same Christ Thy Son our Lord, 
His resurrection from the grave, and glorious ascension into 
heaven, offer unto Thy most excellent Majesty, of Thy gifts 
and presents, a pure * Host, a holy * Host, an immaculate * 
Host, the holy * Bread of eternal life, and the Chalice * of 
everlasting salvation.” 


Beatific Vision and Love of God. 





It is the Beatific Vision and love of God which constitute 
the essential happiness of heaven. But who could undertake to 
describe the abode of the blessed! St. Paul, who was vouchsafed 
only a glimpse of heaven tells us: “Eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man, what 
things God hath prepared for them that love Him” (Cor. ii. 9). 

St. Augustine, the great doctor of the Church, had designed 
a treatise concerning the eternal joys of heaven, and for this 
purpose intended to write to St. Jerome for information re- 
garding certain points. Just at this time, St. Jerome died at 
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Bethlehem. While St. Augustine, being at Hippo in northern 
Africa, was occupied at his desk, he perceived a most brilliant 
apparition and a heavenly fragrance. He himself gives us an 
account of the vision: 

“Augustine,” called a voice, “Augustine, what art thou 
seeking? Dost thou believe thyself capable to empty the 
immense ocean into a small vessel? to encompass the globe 
of the earth in the hollow of thy hand? to check the stars and 
planets in their course? to see or hear what no human eye 
or ear hath ever seen or heard? to understand what the mind 
of man hath never conceived? Hath the infinite a limit? The 
immeasurable — wilt thou determine its dimensions? Wilt thou 
comprehend the bliss and glory which is the portion of the 
blessed in heaven, without having thyself experienced it? — 
In vain are thy labors! Endeavor to live in such a manner 
that the things thou wouldst understand, may be thine by 
knowledge and possession for all eternity.” 

Amazed and trembling, St. Augustine finally ventured to 
say: “Oh, that I were permitted to know who he is, that is 
so happy, so glorious, so highly privileged in heaven, and 
speaks to me so wonderfully !” 

“Thou wouldst know his name?” replied the vision. “I 
am the soul of Jerome, to whom thou wast about to write 
and who at this very hour departed this life, at Bethlehem. 
United with Christ and the heavenly host, adorned with all 
beauty, surrounded with splendor, robed with the precious 
garment of immortality, crowned with a most magnificent 
diadem because I conquered everything worldly, encompassed 
with a superabundance of happiness, I henceforth expect no 
diminution of my glory, but a constant increase thereof, until 
the day when my body shall attain the glory and bliss, my 
soul now possesses.” St. Jerome then spoke about the mystery 
of the Most Blessed Trinity, about the choirs of the angels and 
their happiness in heaven, and continued thus for several hours, 
speaking of things most wonderful and sublime. St. Augustine 
remarks that if he had the tongues of all men, he could not 
tell or describe what was then said to him. After the vision 
had disappeared, the sweet fragrance which had been diffused 
throughout his cell remained for many days. 

St. Angela of Foligno relating her ecstasy in the church 
at Assisi says: “My eyes opened and I beheld God, I saw a 
Being, boundless, inexpressible, and containing all good.” 
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St. Thomas of Aquin. 


Shortly before his death, St. Thomas said Mass at Naples, 
and during the Holy Sacrifice he became deeply affected. From 
that day he discontinued the writing of his great theological 
works. When questioned as to the reason, he at first refused 
to explain himself. Finally he said: “All that I have written, 
appears to me like chaff, compared to the things that I saw 
and that were revealed to me.” 

Something similar is related of the renowned and pious 
professor Moehler, who died April 12, 1838, about 3 P.M. At 
one o'clock he awoke from a light slumber, during which he 
had had a wonderful vision. Joining his hands over his head he 
said, “Ah, now I have seen, now I know! Now I could write 
a book, the like of which — but all is over now.” 


Joys of the World to Come. 





SAINT TERESA writes: “On one occasion as I was absorbed 
in prayer, our Lord deigned to let me see His sacred hands, 
which were so beautiful that words fail me to describe them. 
A few days later, I was permitted to behold His Divine coun- 
tenance, and I was transported into ecstasy. At first I could 
not comprehend why our Lord showed Himself to me only in 
parts, but gradually I understood that I would not have been 
able to endure the sight of so great splendor all at once. I 
can give the assurance that the glorified bodies of the elect 
are so beautiful and magnificent, that at sight of them one 
becomes all enraptured, entirely losing control of the senses. 

“On the feast of St. Paul, the apostle, Christ revealed 
Himself to me in such beauty and majesty, that if there were 
nothing else in heaven upon which to feast our eyes but the 
glorified bodies, especially the Body of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we would, nevertheless, experience inexpressible bliss. All 
this I beheld not with my corporal eyes but with the eyes of 
my spirit. If I should exert myself for years, I could never 
imagine anything so beautiful. In fact, it surpasses whatever 
in this world the human mind can conceive. The lustre emitted 
from the glorified bodies is not a dazzling, but a pleasing 
brightness, an infused lustre which has an exceedingly soothing 
effect upon our eyes, and is united with the requisite clear- 
ness for beholding the Divine beauty. The light is so entirely 
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different from natural light, that even the brightness of the 
sun compared with this celestial brightness would appear dark; 
it would seem like muddy water, contrasted to clear water 
flowing over a crystal floor illuminated by the rays of the sun.” 

We read of St. Margaret of Cortona, that on one occasion 
she found herself suddenly enraptured at the feet of our Lord. 
As she prayed fervently that He might also show her His 
Divine countenance, our Lord replied, “You cannot see My 
countenance perfectly in all its beauty, until I receive you 
into the abode of the blessed.” And regardless of the desire, 
which she frequently expressed, this favor was never granted 
her during life. 

It is the glory of this transfigured Body of Christ of which 
St. Chrysostom says: “The glory of the King of heaven is 
inexpressible, as His form, beauty, lustre, glory, majesty and 
splendor cannot be expressed in words nor conceived in 
thought. Let us but consider the transfiguration on Tabor. 
Here our Lord did not reveal Himself in the fulness of His 
eternal splendor, because His condescension softened the rays 
of His glory. 


Heavenly Songs and Jubilation. 





Religious songs dispose us to devotion; the heart expands 
with joy and peace; gladness and exultation take possession 
of our soul. Overpowered by the charm of song, many are 
more easily brought to bewail their sins in the spirit of com- 
punction and desire of amendment, than even by means of 
the word of God. 

But what an elevating and rapturouseffect must not heavenly 
songs have on us! The Psalmist exclaims: “Blessed are they 
that dwell in Thy house, O Lord: they shall praise Thee for 
ever and ever” (Ps. Ixxxiii. 5). Many of the saints, when in 
ecstasy, heard heavenly music; as, St. Martin, St. Servulus, 
St. Frances, St. Peter of Alcantara, Mary of the Nativity, 
St. Francis of Assisi and numberless others. 

With Blessed Mary of Oignys the case was different. She 
herself gave vent to her interior joy, in heavenly songs, for 
she possessed the celestial gift of jubilation. In the midst of 
her prayers and meditations, Blessed Mary intoned the sublimest 
songs of praise and honor to God and the saints. Her prayer 
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was a heavenly song. Those who listened to her were filled 
with astonishment, thinking they heard celestial melodies, and 
the voice of an angel. This wonderful singing of Blessed 
Mary was most remarkable toward the end of her life. She 
requested to be carried to the church, and there before the 
altar she sang in a pure, clear tone, the most wonderful songs 
containing heavenly revelations. Before her death she con- 
tinued her angelic jubilation for three days and three nights, 
although at the same time her body endured intense pain. 
Amidst this jubilation her pure soul winged its flight heaven- 
ward to sing with the choirs of angels the never-ending 
canticle. She died June 23, 1213. 


—_—oreeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


The Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias. 





The “Holy Christ of the Agony” is the venerated life-size 
Crucifix which is enthroned above the high altar in the parish 
church of Limpias, Spain. On this Crucifix, wonderful ap- 
paritions were perceived on March 30, 1919, and have since 
continued. Hundreds, yea, thousands of persons have witnessed 
these prodigies: bishops and priests, religious and laymen, 
Catholics and infidels, learned and physicians, innocent children 
and hardened sinners. 

Most of the miracles refer to the sufferings and agony of 
our Savior dying on the Cross. The Holy Christ seems to 
assume life: Now He moves His grief filled-eyes, now He turns 
His thorn-crowned head in various directions, now He opens 
and closes His parched and burning lips. The expression on His 
Divine countenance changes in a manner that moves one to 
tears, turning from the ordinary color to purple, then to ashy- 
gray and the pallor of death. Cold perspiration covers the 
Body. Bright red Blood oozes from the Wounds, especially 
from beneath the crown of thorns and trickles down upon His 
face, shoulders and breast. The parted lips show the mouth 
filled with foam and Blood, and at times a fresh stream gushes 
forth from the sacred Wound of His side. 


Two Precious Pictures of the Holy Christ of Limpias. 


Oh, could I but kneel in the sanctuary of Limpias and 
look up into that mysterious, suffering, loving Face of the 
Holy Christ! This is certainly the ardent wish of many of 











our friends who are familiar with the wonderful events of 
Limpias. Some of our readers have informed us that they 
will make a pilgrimage to Limpias, Spain. However, most of 
us must forego this privilege and, no doubt, our friends will 
be quite satisfied with a large and beautiful picture of the 
Holy Christ of Limpias. We are happy to inform you that, 
at last, after extreme difficulty we have obtained two beautiful 
pictures of the venerated Crucifix at Limpias. They are so 
lifelike, the reflection of light on the Image so perfect, that 
the pictures bring out marvelously the agonizing, pleading 
features of our Blessed Redeemer. 
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And these beautiful pictures, we will actually give away. 
As the circulation of our magazine conduces so much to the 
honor of our Lord, we have decided to give these pictures 
as premiums for new subscriptions. Certainly you would re- 
gret having failed to profit by an opportunity to secure this 
picture which you will treasure most highly. 


1, One new subscription to ““Tabernacle and Purgatory,”’ 
will entitle you toa triple folder, with three pictures of this 
venerated Crucifix, all different. These pictures though small, 
are beautiful and artistic. A very desirable premium for one 
new subscription; quite suitable as a Christmas gift. 


2. For two new subscriptions, we will send you one of the 
large new pictures, 16x 12 not including the border. 


3. Send three new subscriptions, and you will possess an 
image of our suffering Savior, beautiful and touching beyond 
description. Size 20x 12 1-2, exclusive of border. 

The last two mentioned pictures are ready for framing and will 
form a true Christian ornament for any Catholic home. As a Christmas 
present they will certainly be highly appreciated. These pictures will 
be blessed if desired. Besides these premiums, our readers may also 
select from those listed on first page. 


Consolation for the Poor Souls. 





The Most Excellent Means. 


“ALL GOOD WORKS together are not of equal value 
with the Sacrifice of the Mass,” says the Cure of Ars, “because 
they are the works of men, and the Holy Mass is the work of 
God. Martyrdom is nothing in comparison with the Adorable 
Sacrifice of the Mass, for martyrdom is the sacrifice that a 
man makes of his life to God; the Mass is the sacrifice that 
God makes of His Body and Blood for man. The Son of God 
truly offers Himself upon our altars.” 

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is the most precious offer- 
ing of propitiation which man can:offer to God for the poor 
souls. St. Chrysostom says, “Well did the Apostles order the 
memento for the dead to be made at the celebration of the 
tremendous Mysteries, for they knew, that the souls of the 
faithful departed would derive great benefit therefrom.” — The 
angelic doctor St. Thomas teaches the same, when he says: 
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“There is no other oblation by which the souls can be more 
speedily released from purgatory, than the Sacrifice of the 
Mass.” The Council of Trent declares: “There is a purgatory 
and the souls there detained are assisted by the suffrages of 
the faithful, but principally by the acceptable Sacrifice of 
the Altar.” 


They Offer to God the Full Amount of the Debt Still Due. 


What has been said is easily explained. In the Mass, the 
priest and the people who are present. not only pray for the 
faithful departed, but at the same time they offer to God the 
full amount of the debt still due to Divine justice, and thus 
appease His just anger. Let us take an example. Suppose a 
judge had condemned a poor man to a rigorous imprisonment 
on account of his debts and was about to have him conducted 
to his dungeon. This hard-hearted judge would not easily be 
moved by a petition for the release of the man. But should 
his debts be paid in full, the judge would at once set the poor 
man free. 

The holy souls are still captives in that awful, fiery prison 
of purgatory, on account of the punishment due to their sins, 
and the stains which still cleave to them. If moved by com- 
passion, we plead for them, and bestow on them the merit of 
our prayers, we can, it is true, discharge a part of their debts. 
Still, if our prayers are not most fervent and do not proceed 
from a heart in a most perfect disposition, we may not so 
easily hope that the souls for whom we pray are thereby 
released from their torments. But if we hear Mass for a poor 
soul, or cause one to be said, and offer it to Divine justice 
with that intention, we can rest assured that we pay at any 
rate a considerable portion of its debt. For what offering is made 
in Holy Mass? It is the most holy, venerable, spotless Hu- 
manity of Christ, that Humanity which is at the same time 
united with the Divinity, Christ Himself with all His Wounds 
and sufferings, and His most Precisus Blood. 

It is related of a celebrated captain, that being once sur- 
prised by a terrible storm at sea, he took a child into his arms, 
and raising it heavenward, vowed to dedicate it to the service 
of God, if the storm should abate. The hurricane ceased at 
the same moment. Now if the innocence of an ordinary child 
had so much power with God, what power must not the perfect 
sanctity and spotless purity of the Son of God Himself have? 
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How much punishment is remitted by a Holy Mass is 
uncertain. True, the fruits of the Holy Sacrifice are infinite, 
as are those of the Cross, for the perpetual commemoration 
of which it has been instituted. Poor souls are often released 
by a single Mass, yet we must not conclude from this that one 
Mass is sufficient for every soul, or that the Holy Sacrifice 
need be offered but once for all the deceased. St. Thomas 
of Aquin says that, although the power of the Holy Mass is 
infinite, its application by God is limited; and it is applied 
according to the zeal, devotion, and preparation of those who 
offer it, and especially of those for whom it is offered. 

If, then, death has entered our homes and claimed a victim, 
we should not be satisfied with having the Holy Sacrifice offered 
but once; on the contrary we should have a Mass said as often 
as possible, in order to release our beloved departed at the earli- 
est possible moment from the flames of purgatory. The holy 
Pope Paschal granted indulgences for those souls, for whom 
Masses were said in the chapel of St. Praxedis in Rome. 
And he himself very devoutly celebrated five Masses in this 
chapel for a nephew of his, who had died. On the fifth 
day, while at the altar, he saw the Blessed Virgin conduct 
to heaven the soul of the young man, which had been re- 
leased from the flames of purgatory. 


Origin of the Gregorian Masses. 


St. Gregory the Great relates in his Dialogues that a monk 
of his monastery, named Justus, being skilled in physics, with 
the permission of his superior practiced his profession. He 
secretly received and concealed five pieces of gold. This was 
a grievous transgression of the vow of poverty. By the wise 
counsel of his brother Copiosus, to whom he had revealed his 
sin, and humbled by the sentence of excommunication, 
which had been pronounced against him, he died penetrated 
by a true contrition for his sin. But as St. Gregory wished 
to instil in the hearts of the brethren a great horror for this 
sin, he did in no wise recall his sentence, but commanded him 
to be buried in a dunghill and the money to be cast into the 
grave with him, the brethren the while saying with one voice, 
“Thy money be with thee unto perdition.” 

Some time after, feeling compassion for the poor brother, 
the saint called for the Prior Pretiosus and with a heavy heart 
said to him: “It is now a good while since our brother who 
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is departed remaineth in the torments of fire, and therefore 
we must show him some charity, and labor what we may 
to procure his deliverance: wherefore go and see that for 
thirty consecutive days Sacrifice be offered for him, so that 
no day pass, in which for his absolution and discharge the 
healthful Sacrifice be not offered.” 

The prior forthwith departed and put the command into 
execution. In the meantime, being busied about other affairs, 
neither the prior nor St. Gregory took heed to the days that 
had passed. Upon a certain night the deceased monk appeared 
to his brother Copiosus, who, seeing him, exclaimed: “What is 
the matter, brother, and how is it with you?” He answered, 
“Until now it has not been well with me, but from now I shall 
be taken up into the communion of saints.” The days were 
then counted, which had elapsed since the first Holy Mass, and 
it was found to be exactly the thirtieth day. 

Even though it be uncertain how much temporal punish- 
ment is remitted by a Mass that we have heard or have had 
said for a poor soul, it still remains true that the Holy Mass 
is the most powerful means of releasing souls from purgatory. 
St Jerome says, that during the time a Mass is being cele- 
brated multitudes of souls are being released from purgatory 
and enter heaven. 

St. Antonin tells us, that the sister of St. Thomas of Aquin 
appeared to her brother after her death and begged him to 
say a Holy Mass for her. St. Thomas complied with her re- 
quest, whereupon he saw the soul of his sister ascending to 
heaven. 

“Hasten! Hasten!” 

A very devout monk relates: “St. Thomas Cantimpre was 
saying Mass for the faithful departed. When he had reached 
the ‘Agnus Dei,’ he heard many voices, as if at a great distance, 
calling out: ‘Hasten, hasten to receive the kiss of peace, for the 
Mass is nearing its end.’ At the time of Holy Communion, 
as he held in his hands the Sacred Body of Christ, he fell into 
an ecstasy and saw a multitude of poor souls hastening to 
receive the kiss of peace. When these had received it they 
retired, and summoned others with the words: ‘Hasten, hasten, 
Mass is almost ended.’ Thus the Saint remained at the altar 
from early morn until nine o'clock. He then concluded the 
Holy Sacrifice, after which, at the command of his superior, he 
related his vision to the assembled brethren.” 
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Holy Mass during Lifetime More Profitable. 

Further, it is certain that a Mass said or heard in one’s 
lifetime has much more satisfactory value than one said after 
death. According to St. Anselm, a single Mass in one’s 
lifetime is equivalent to many after one’s death. How are we 
to account for this? 

Every Mass which a man has said for himself or only 
hears, obtains for him an increase of glory in heaven, if he is 
in the state of grace; this is not the case when Mass, or even 
thousands of Masses, are offered for him after death. 

All the Masses which we hear, or which are said for us, 
will await us at our death: they will go with us to the 
judgment-seat, they will implore mercy for us, and if they do not 
preserve us altogether from the cleansing flames they will at 
any rate shorten the time of our detention. But if the Masses 
are not said until after our death, we will have to await in 
anguish the alleviation they will bring. Our sojourn in this 
world is a time of grace, afterwards comes the time of just 
retribution; it will be far easier for us to make our peace with 
our Judge now than hereafter. St. Bonaventure says: “A 
slight penance voluntarily performed in this world has more 
value in the sight of God than compulsory penance of much 
greater severity in the world to come; just as we value a 
small piece of gold more than a large lump of lead.” 


“This May Avail Him More.” 

Oh, could we but see how the holy souls are refreshed 
and how many are released through the power and efficacy 
of the Holy Sacrifice, we would hasten in a spirit of Christian 
charity to have the Holy Mass offered for them. If we cannot 
have Mass said for them we may at any rate hear Mass as 
often as possible for them. Tambourini once said to a poor 
widow who complained to him that she was unable through 
poverty to have Mass said for her deceased husband: “Go to 
church and hear many Masses, and offer them to God for 
your husband; very probably this may avail him more than if 
one Mass were said for the repose of his soul.” 

Although it is undeniably more efficacious to have Mass 
said than merely to hear it, yet each time we hear Mass for 
some suffering soul its pains are mitigated, and it is sprinkled 
with the Blood of Christ in virtue of the oblation offered to 
God. Never was a cooling draught so grateful to the lips of 
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a fever patient as the Precious Blood of Christ is to the souls 
in purgatory, when shed for them and mystically sprinkled 
upon them in Holy Mass, in its power to cool, refresh, cleanse 
and ransom them. 

It is true we can offer the Precious Blood of Jesus Christ 
at any time or in any place, but during the Holy Sacrifice 
this offering has far greater power and efficacy, because the 
offering then takes place not only in words but in reality. 
Should we happen to be in a church while several priests 
are saying Mass, we should not neglect to make the intention 
to hear and offer all the Masses for the poor souls. This is 
easily done if at the time of Consecration we say, “O Lord, I 
offer to Thee the Precious Blood of Jesus by the hands of the 
priest, for the poor souls.” Our Lord revealed to St. Mary Mag- 
dalen de Pazzi, who often and fervently offered the Precious 
Blood for the living and the dead, how pleasing it is to God fre- 
quently to make this offering. He often showed her the souls 
that she had thereby converted in the world and those whom, 
after their death, she had released from purgatory. He who 
communicates devoutly during Holy Mass for the poor souls, 
helps them most efficaciously. 


Twenty-four Hours in the Convent of 
Perpetual Adoration. 





“THOSE NUNS seem like angels kneeling around the 
Blessed Sacrament,” a visitor once remarked after attending 
Benediction in our Convent of Perpetual Adoration. In truth, 
religious should be likened to angels. As the angels have 
various duties, and in their different offices fulfill the holy 
will of God, so do religious. Some of the angels assist in 
the government of the world, in guiding and helping man; 
others reflect the power, wisdom and infinite perfections of 
the Divine Majesty. But the loftiest spirits, the angels 
nearest to God are the Seraphim and Cherubim. They stand 
before His Face adoring and singing His praises without ceasing. 
Similar it is with religious. Some are devoted to exterior 
works, viz., teaching children, caring for the sick and poor. 
Others are called to a higher, a more interior life, a life of 
recollection, and these resemble the highest angelic choirs in 
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heaven. These religious are devoted to the special praise 
and honor of God, particularly, to the adoration of Jesus hidden 
in the Holy Sacrament. God has raised up in the Church 
these favored communities whose members watch day and 
night before the Adorable Mystery of the Altar, thanking 
Jesus for this His greatest Invention of love. 

Ven. Pere Eymard, the founder of the Congregation of 
Priest Adorers of the Most Blessed Sacrament, says, “Adoration 
is the practice of all virtues. There is no work greater, none 
more sublime than that whose end is the Adorable Person 
of our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. For it is more honor- 
able to serve the Master than His servants.” Ah, happy those 
religious set apart from all others for the mission of loving 
prayer and humble reparation, whose vocation binds them to 
a congregation dedicated to pray perpetually at the feet of 
Jesus in the Sacrament of His Love. 

Such a community is that of the Benedictine Sisters of 
Perpetual Adoration at Clyde, Missouri. It was founded for 
the continual adoration of the Holy Eucharist, and for almost 
half a century an uninterrupted chain of prayers has ascended 
from the convent chapel. From its sanctuary, day and night 
without intermission, as year has followed year, the prayer 
of adoration, atonement and supplication has wafted to the 
throne of God. 

This life of adoration is the true Benedictine life. St. 
Benedict’s aim was to establish an Order of prayer, an Order sep- 
arated from the world, whose members would render to God 
a perfect service, first, by self-sanctification; and thus purified, 
their hearts are then capable of offering acceptable worship 
to the Most High. The spirit of prayer was the legacy left 
to his religious children by St. Benedict. This holy founder, 
by a special privilege, breathed forth his last breath standing 
before the altar, as if to signify that at the foot of the tab- 
ernacle his children of future generations would imbibe his 
spirit. Wherever the Benedictine Order has flourished, it was 
because its members nourished the interior life of prayer and 
union with God. The Perpetual Adoration of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament with solemn exposition, is, after the Sacrifice of the 
Altar, the highest expression of Divine worship. Heaven and 
earth are rejoiced when virginal souls render loving adoration 
and with holy, undefiled hearts give praise and glory to their 
Eucharistic Lord. 
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This picture shows the interior of our Adoration Chapel at Clyde, Missouri. Day and 
night there is solemn exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament. ‘Two or four Sisters con- 
stantly kneel in the sanctuary in Adoration. Often during the day, the whole community 
assemble to recite the Divine Office and pray for the welfare of the living and deceased 
benefactors who have been recommended to our prayers. The words of Holy Scripture 


may, in truth, be applied to our house of worship : ‘‘How venerable is this place! this is no 
other but the house of God and the gate of heaven. .. Blessed are they that dwell in Thy 


’ 


house, O Lord: they shall praise Thee forever and ever’’ (Gen. xxviii. 17; Ps. lxxxiii. 5). 
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At the present time, however, particularly in America, 
Benedictines are to a great extent engaged in exterior missions 
either teaching schools or conducting hospitals, etc. In Europe, 
on the contrary, a great many of the Benedictine convents 
have Perpetual Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 

In the United States, the convent at Clyde, Missouri, is 
the only Benedictine community whose sole object is the 
Perpetual Adoration. Nowhere is the Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament carried out with more solemnity. Our Lord is 
exposed in the monstrance day and night. In the sanctuary, 
two to four Sisters pray aloud unceasingly. Often during the 
day, the whole community “rejoices to go into the house of 
the Lord” to chant the Divine Office. Each Sister has at 
least one hour of Holy Adoration before the Blessed Sacrament 
either during the day or night. Thus, while two or four 
kneel in the sanctuary, keeping the “official” hour, sometimes 
there are as many as twenty Sisters kneeling in the choir 
stalls, spending their private hour of adoration with Jesus. 

How privileged are the members of this community! 
Jesus in the Holy Eucharist is the center of their lives. What 
the Beatific Vision of God is for the angels in heaven, that 
the Blessed Sacrament is for these religious on earth. 

Sisters of Perpetual Adoration enter into the most intimate 
union with our Lord. He has selected them for His life-guards. 
Jesus ranks them among those privileged angels who constantly 
surround the Most Holy Trinity. They are the confidential 
friends of Jesus and share with the beloved disciple the in- 
estimable happiness of reposing on His bosom. They grieve 
over the abandonment in which their Savior is left on most 
of His altars, over the outrages committed against Him by 
ungrateful men. 

The Sisters of Perpetual Adoration also render inestimable 
service to the Holy Church and all mankind. When they 
kneel before the Blessed Sacrament, they are the representatives 
of the Church, they even perform the office of mediation be- 
tween God and man. Would that the world understood the 
value, power and dignity of prayer! Prayer alone effects con- 
versions and sanctifications, while active exertion, without its 
vivifying power, is of little avail. A servant of God declared: 
“On the last day many apostles will not have one soul to 
present to their Divine Judge simply because they have been 
men of action instead of prayer.” It is the prayers of the 
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adoring religious that fructify the labors of the missionaries, 
obtain grace for sinners, consolation for the suffering souls. 

But the Sisters of Perpetual Adoration at Clyde, Missouri 
have the special obligation to pray for the living and deceased 
who have been recommended to their intercession.* How 
many of these dear friends and benefactors are perhaps in 
their death-struggle and it may depend on a single devout 
prayer that they end it well or be lost for eternity! How 
many wayward sons and daughters, husbands who have for- 
gotten God, and mothers oppressed with care and worry, have 
been recommended to the prayers of the Sisters of Perpetual 
Adoration! How many souls who have a claim to their prayers 
are suffering in the flames of purgatory, longing for deliverance! 

For all these souls, living and departed, recommended to 
their intercession, the Sisters of Perpetual Adoration daily offer 
their prayers and sacrifices. “O Heavenly Father,” the adorer 
pleads, “give me those souls who live carelessly along in mortal 
sin, forgetful of Thee; by my fervor I will appease Thy justice. 
Give me those souls, who, unprepared and hardened are rushing 
to perdition; I unite my love and sacrifices to the merits of Thy 
suffering Son to obtain the grace of conversion for them. I 
implore Thee, in union with Thy Divine Son on the altar, to 
deliver the poor souls from their pains in purgatory, mitigate 
the flames that torment them, shorten the term of their pen- 
ance, alleviate their tortures. I will bring sacrifices for their 


relief!” 
And will not such a prayer be heard by Almighty God, 


a prayer so heroic, so sacrificial, so disinterested! “O most 
sweet Lord Jesus Christ, in virtue of Thy most holy Passion, 
accept me as a victim of Thy holy love,” prayed the adorer 
at the foot of the altar on the day of her profession. By this 
oblation, she took upon herself the sacrifices connected with 
praying for souls and rendering love and atonement to her 
Eucharistic Spouse. Undoubtedly those prayers and sacrifices 
wring from God conversions that are real miracles of grace. 


Night in the Chapel of Eucharistic Love. 


It is night; the spell of darkness shrouds the chapel of 
Eucharistic Love. The religious have retired, but all is not 
silent. Soft voices are heard: it is the prayer of the adorers. 


*Read, ““You Can Share in the Prayers and Good Works of 
Perpetual Adorers,” page 227 
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Brightly lighted by candles and electric lights, the sanctuary 
and exposition throne seem a little part of heaven. And there 
on His throne, visible to our gaze, is the Victim of Divine 
Love, full of mercy and condescension, ready to grant the pe- 
titions of these privileged adorers, who begin their nightly 
vigil. Two Sisters kneel in the sanctuary and pray aloud. 
A third adorer kneels in silent prayer. 

Oh, that worldlings knew the charm of these nightly 
watches! How far the sweet interior delight tasted by the 
adorer at the feet of Jesus, surpasses the fleeting pleasures of 
sinful amusements enjoyed by the votaries of the world! While 
worldlings feast at their banquets, make merry at their dances, 
and fritter away their time at the theatre: their God is for- 
gotten, abandoned, left alone! — Alone? No, not entirely alone. 
In the cloister of Perpetual Adoration He enjoys the company 
of His virgin spouses. In the chapel of Eucharistic Love they 
kneel before Him to compensate for His loneliness on thousands 
of altars. They realize that Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament 
has a human Heart, that He loves with a Divinely-human love, 
and their souls turn to Him with all the love of which they 
are capable. 

Nearly an hour has passed. The thirdadorer rises and leaves 
the chapel. It is her duty to call the adorers for the next 
hour. She likewise cares for the candles, closes the windows 
during a storm, etc., so that the two who are keeping the 
“official” hour of Adoration are not disturbed in any way. 
Now she noiselessly passes through the long dimly lighted 
corridor and entering certain cells whispers to those who are to 
watch during the following hour: 

“Praised be Jesus Christ. Dear Sister Mary N. arise; Jesus in 
the Most Blessed Sacrament * calls you to His holy Adoration.” 

“Forever. Amen. Behold, O my Jesus, I come to do Thy 
most holy will,” answers the Sister called. 

Five minutes before their hour commences, the new adorers 
stand at the entrance to the chapel; the Chapel bell is rung which 
resounds for miles around, then they repair to the sanctuary. 





* The words of this call vary with the different seasons of the 
year. During Advent it is: Jesus the expected Savior calls you, etc. 
During Christmastide: Jesus our new-born Savior calls you, etc. 
Lenten time: Jesus our suffering Savior calls you, etc. The joyful 
invitation of Eastertide: Jesus our risen Savior calls you to His holy 
Adoration. 
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As the clock strikes, the adorers kiss the floor together; the 
next hour is begun, and after a few minutes, the Sisters who 
kept vigil during the preceding hour retire. 

The prayers of the succeeding hours of the night vary. 
The principal mysteries are venerated in their connection with 
the Most Blessed Sacrament. There is an hour in honor of 
the Blessed Sacrament, the Incarnation, the Holy Name of 
Jesus, the Passion, the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the Loving 
Heart of Jesus, the Outraged Heart of Jesus, Holy Communion 
Our Strength, Holy Communion Our Nourishment, and so 
forth. At the end of each hour, special prayers are offered 
for those persons, living and deceased, who have been rec- 
ommended to the supplications of the Sisters of Perpetual 


Adoration.* 

While two adorers are devoutly praying in the sanctuary, 
the third, or silent adorer makes the Way of the Cross; her 
prime intention during this devotion being to obtain God’s 
aid for those particularly commended to the Sisters’ prayers. 
Oh, how beautiful are these nightly prayers! While the 
world is wrapt in slumber or reveling in amusement: God 
must, indeed, look down with complacency on the chapel of 
Eucharistic Love where three virgin spouses lift their sinless 
hands and pray with all the love of their virgin-hearts. How 
powerful are these prayers, offered through Jesus, with Jesus 
and in Jesus, exposed on His throne of mercy and love! 

O ye, who are sleepless from pain, watching by a lonely 
sick-bed or wrestling with temptation, unite your prayers with 
those of the adorers in the chapel of Eucharistic Love. In 
spirit, turn to the chapel at whatever moment you will, — 
they will be there. On the wings of your intention, your prayers 
will be joined to theirs, they will fly together to the Heart 
of Jesus exposed in the Blessed Sacrament, and thence rise 
with the all-powerful petition of His Adorable lips to the 
Triune God. How wonderful is the communion of saints! 

Thus pass the hours of night. Jesus is never left without 
His guards of honor. Those adorers feel privileged, indeed, 
who are permitted to pass an hour of the night before the 
tabernacle. Shortly after midnight a key is gently turned in 
the chapel door, a dark-robed figure quietly walks up the 
aisle and kneels in the side-sanctuary. It is our convent 


*The Adoration Book of the Blessed Sacrament was compiled 
especially for the use of our Perpetual Adoration. See page 237 
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Mosaic pictures are probably the only kind that resist the ravages of time. For this reason we find mosaics 
in the very old European churches, particularly in Southern Rome and Italy. Mosaics are composed of millions of 
tiny colored and gold-fused stones put together with exceedingly great toil and marvelous skill. ‘The above is the 
picture executed in mosaic above the high altar in the Adoration Chapel, Clyde, Missouri. It is worthy of our 
attentive study. The central figure is our Savior in glory, clothed in sacerdotal robes as the Eternal High Priest, 
standing on a sphere and holding a chalice with the Sacred Host. To the right and left kneel the Blessed Virgin 
and St. Joseph in an attitude of adoring admiration. Hovering above our Lord and at His feet are symbols of the 
four evangelists. These four “‘living creatures” symbolize principal virtues: the lion, representing St. Mark, is the 
symbol of strength and courage; the ox, representing St. Luke, of patient labor. The angel, representing St. Matthew, 
denotes reason and prudence; the eagle, representing St. John, typifies the heights of contemplation. Below kneel 
the perfect models of adorers, SS. Gertrude and Margaret Mary to whom our Lord so wonderfully revealed the love 
of His Sacred Heart in the Most Blessed Sacrament. The angels offering incense represent the guardians of our 
tabernacles on earth. Encircling the whole are the nine choirs of angels, paying homage to the Sacred Humanity. 
Above, the finger of the Eternal Father points down, as if with the words: ““This is My beloved Son.” — It is a 
miniature picture of heaven, or a symbol of Eucharistic Adoration on earth, in which the adorers unite with Mary and 
Joseph, with angels and saints, exclaiming: ‘‘Praised and adored be without end, Jesus our Lord in the Most 
Blessed Sacrament!” 
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chaplain.* Every night, in heat or in cold, in rain or in snow, 
he crosses the courtyard from the chaplain’s quarters and 
spends an hour and more in adoration before the Most Blessed 
Sacrament. Undoubtedly, Jesus must have a strong attraction 
for him. Truly, he may, be called a “priest of the sanctuary,” 
and undoubtedly his adoration before the Blessed Sacrament 
brings God’s blessing on his works. 


Morning in the Cloister. 


It is a quarter to five. Hark! the morning call in the 
cloister: “Dear Sisters, arise, Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacra- 
ment calls you to His Perpetual Adoration.” 

Full and fervently comes the answer: “See, O my God, I 
come to fulfill Thy most holy will.” The first waking thoughts 
of the adorers are of Jesus awaiting them on His throne of love. 
Soon all have arrived at the station. Here the religious are 
seen ranged in two long rows along the corridor where each 
has taken her respective place. Five minutes are spent in 
recollection; then, at the signal of a bell, the nuns file orderly 
into the chapel and repair to the choir stalls on either side of 
the aisle. 

As they gaze upon the Sacred Host, they feel the welcome 
of Jesus, who, full of mildness and goodness, stretches out His 
arms to receive His adorers before the break of day. Uncon- 
sciously the words of the psalmist rise to their lips: “How 
lovely are Thy tabernacles, O Lord of Hosts!” The morning 
prayer which is now recited expresses the sentiments with 
which the souls of the religious are filled, as they recommend 
all their thoughts, words and actions of the coming day to the 
gracious protection of God. 

“Prime,” the first canonical hour, the true morning prayer of 
Holy Church is now chanted. Then, sweet and clear, the 
“Angelus” bell announces the great mysteries of the Incarnation 
and Redemption. Mary, at the beginning of another day, is 
greeted by her faithful children with the salutation of the angel. 

The light of the Holy Spirit is invoked. — A solemn stillness 
prevails; it is the time of meditation. The early morning hour, 
the time of all other most fitting, is set apart for the intimate 





*Reverend Father Lukas, O.S.B., who has been chaplain at the 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, for 
thirty-one years, and under whose direction ‘“Tabernacle and Purga- 
tory” is published. 
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communion of the heart with God. For the subject of her 
meditation, the adorer needs only to direct her gaze toward the 
altar. There is her most exemplary Teacher, her Eucharistic 
Lord. Would she meditate on a mystery of our Savior’s life? 
They are all ‘renewed in the Holy Eucharist. Would she con- 
template the Godhead? The Most Holy Trinity, too, is there, 
for the Sacred Humanity of Jesus is hypostatically united with 
the Second Person of the Most Holy Trinity and where the 
Son, there is also the Father and the Holy Ghost. Would she 
congratulate the Blessed Virgin on her dignity as Mother of 
God? There is Jesus, the “Fruit of her womb,” flesh of her 
flesh, exposed on the altar. Would she think of a virtue she 
wishes to acquire? Who is at once a better Teacher and Model 
than her Eucharistic Spouse, full of love, and mercy, meek and 
humble of heart, patient and longsuffering; the perfect Exemplar 
of voluntary poverty, angelic chastity and unquestioning obe- 
dience which the religious have professed? 

Meditation over, the second hour of the Divine Office, 
Tierce, is prayed, then follows Holy Mass. Here is represented 
before the eyes of the religious what is at the same time tak- 
ing place on thousands of altars. To the eye of faith the 
altar becomes another Calvary. The little bell rings, and lo! 
His holy Body is lifted up between heaven and earth...Soon, 
with the priest, the religious say with utmost fervor: “Through 
Him, and with Him, and in Him there is to Thee, O God, 
Father Almighty, in unity with the Holy Ghost, all honor 
and glory.” What a happiness to be able to offer all honor 
and glory to God. As the Holy Sacrifice is a means of render- 
ing this due homage to the Most High, it is also the means 
of supplicating most effectually for those recommended to the 
adorers’ prayers. Hence, they daily offer Holy Mass and Holy 
Communion for the benefit of those who have petitioned for 
their prayers. 

Holy Communion! This is the height of the adorer’s 
happiness. Jesus is her life, her treasure, her all. Not only 
does He offer Himself in the Holy Sacrifice for her, abide 
constantly on the altar for her, but a further proof of His 
love He gives by uniting Himself most intimately with her in 
Holy Communion. “Thou art now in my heart,” the virgin 
adorer exclaims. “I am no longer the same as some hours 
ago, I have become Thy tabernacle. Thou dost unite Thy 
Heart to my heart, to make me one with Thee. Oh, how 
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happy I feel to belong to Thee, to be permitted to love Thee, 
to be wholly Thine. I envy no man’s happiness; my happiness 
is in Jesus. Truly my life is an uninterrupted Holy Commun- 
ion! I offer Thee my heart. May it be a little paradise for 
Thee! Oh, that I were a seraph to thank Thee worthily, to 
love Thee ardently.” During these precious moments after 
Holy Communion, truly the most precious of her life, the 
Sister of Perpetual Adoration speaks to her Lord with the 
simplicity of a child, the confidence of a friend, and the love 
of a spouse. 

Benediction with the Most Blessed Sacrament is given 
immediately after Holy Mass. Lo! the priest reverently, in 
the Sign of the Cross, raises the monstrance. What a treas- 
ure he holds! The Eternal Son of God, whose love-glowing 
Heart diffuses rays of light and love and grace. The Sacred 
Host is raised heavenward: to render all honor and praise to 
the Triune God; that Adorable Heart, the “rapture of angels,” 
receives the homage of the elect. Slowly the monstrance is 
lowered: streams of grace descend with It and with Jesus 
the religious pray that consolation and relief may flow upon 
the suffering souls in purgatory. Devoutly the priest turns 
to the left, then to the right: that the Eucharistic Heart may 
shed graces on the souls of all those friends and benefactors, 
far and near, for whom the religious beg His blessing and 
His mercy. 

During the solemn moment of Benediction, as at Holy 
Communion, the Sisters of Perpetual Adoration pay their 
debts of gratitude, for behold! Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament 
is their precious Treasure. With this infinite Treasure, the 
adorers must not only enrich themselves, but must distribute 
It abundantly, that Its light and grace may penetrate countless 
souls. 

After Benediction, the religious recite in common, six 
“Our Fathers” and “Hail Marys” to gain for the poor souls the 
numberless indulgences connected with these prayers and the 
wearing of the blue scapular. “Sext” is then sung or prayed. 

It is time toleave the chapel, usually afterseven o’clock. 
Six by six, the Sisters file before the exposition throne, fall 
on their knees, and with a profound genuflection take leave 
of their Divine Savior. Orderly, still in unbroken silence, they 
now repair to the refectory for breakfast, except those who 
kneel in the sanctuary, keeping the “official” hour of Adoration. 
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Only relunctantly has the community of adorers withdrawn 
from the sanctuary where they have received blessings untold. 
Their great consolation is that soon they can return to this 
holy place, there to gaze upon the beauty and the glory of 
their Lord and Love. Soon they will be permitted to repose 
during their hour of adoration at His feet, but now it is His 
will that they go elsewhere to fulfill the duties and labors of 
obedience. To be continued. 


Do not Postpone the Masses You Promised 
for the Poor Souls. 





A priest writes: “Years ago when I was chaplain at H... I 
knew two middle aged persons who lived in the same house. 
One was the orphaned daughter of a schoolmaster, the other, 
the daughter of a farmer. Both led devout, exemplary lives, 
and loved each other with the affection of natural sisters. 

After living in this intimate friendship for a few years 
the farmer’s daughter died. She was mourned by all who 
knew her, but especially by her friend, the schoolmaster’s 
daughter. One night, a few days after her burial, Josephine, 
the one who survived, was awakened from her sleep. She 
heard a rustling like that of silken garments sweeping along 
the wall near her bed. At once she thought of her departed 
friend, and taking courage she asked, “Teresa, is that you?” 

“Yes, it is I,” came the answer. 

“For God’s sake,” exclaimed Josephine, “What’s the matter ? 
Can I help you?” : 

“I beg of you,” replied Teresa, “open my trunk; there 
you will find wrapped in a piece of linen, an offering for three 
Masses for the poor souls. Take it at once to the priest that 
the Masses may be said. I had postponed doing this and 
forgot about it.” 

Josephine heard no more. The next morning, she opened 
the trunk to comply with the wishes of her deceased friend. 
True enough, exactly on the spot designated, she found stipends. 
for three Masses. Without delay she took the offering to the 
pastor and related to him what had happened the previous 
night. From this we should learn how helpful and necessary 
is the Sacrifice of the Mass for the suffering souls and that we 
should not become guilty of withholding from them this power- 
ful aid of deliverance. 











The Holy Souls are Drawn with Irresistible 
Force toward God. 





The better you understand the excellence of a person, 
the more you esteem his good qualities, and the more you 
are indebted to him, just so much the more keenly you feel 
his loss. Similar is the regret felt by the poor souls deprived 
of the Beatific Vision and condemned to purgatory. The 
deceased knew God during life through the light of reason 
and of faith, as well as through special enlightenments of 
grace; but they learn to know Him far more perfectly when 
they appear before His judgment-seat. There the image of 
His beauty impresses itself so vividly upon their souls that, 
henceforth, they can occupy themselves only with God. 

No sooner did these chosen souls have a glimpse of God, 
than their natural craving after God was increased to such a 
degree that they glowed with love and sighed with longing 
for Him. However this ardent yearning could not be stilled, 
because in punishment for their misdeeds, they could not be 
admitted into the presence of God. The great doctor of the 
church, St. Alphonsus, supported by the opinion of the greatest 
theologians, assures us, that this thirst for God is the greatest 
suffering of purgatory. 

“The fire,” he says, “the darkness, the torments of soul, 
the uncertainty of the time of deliverance, all these pains, 
cause the holy souls less suffering than the thought, that 
they are far from God, deprived of the vision of His counte- 
nance. These holy souls” he continues, “are inflamed not 
only with a natural, but a supernatural love of God, and 
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are therefore drawn with irresistible power towards union 
with their Highest Good. But, they find themselves debarred 
on account of unatoned sins, consequently, they experience 
such vehement suffering that, could they still die, the intens- 
ity of this suffering would kill them every minute.” 


Comparison of St. Catherine of Genoa. 


By the following comparison St. Catherine of Genoa tries 
to show clearly that the greatest suffering in purgatory is to 
be far from God and to be deprived of the vision and enjoy- 
ment of our Supreme Love. 

“Let us accept that, in the whole world there is but one 
loaf of bread, and to look at it suffices to satiate the hunger 
of all. Now, a person knowing that a look at this bread and 
nothing else can appease his hunger greatly longs to press 
forward to this bread in order to satiate his craving. But 
alas, if this man, amidst his gnawing pangs of hunger, knew 
for certain that he would never be permitted to gaze upon 
it, he would carry within him a veritable torment of hell, like 
unto the souls of the damned; for these are truly deprived of 
all hope ever to behold the true Bread of Life, God our Savior. 
The souls in purgatory, on the contrary, hope to see this 
Bread, and to satiate themselves perfectly therewith. Therefore, 
they suffer hunger and endure this torment only until their 
craving is appeased with the Living Bread, Jesus Christ, true 
God, our Savior and our Love.” 


The Scandal after Death. 





THE FATHER of a family who permits no indecent books, 
papers and pictures in his home, acts prudently, and thus 
avoids giving scandal to his children. A proof of how serious 
a matter is the neglect of such caution, may be inferred from 
the following instance. 

In the sixteenth century an artist, who enjoyed the repu- 
tation of being a virtuous man, lived at Vienna. He had 
undertaken to paint several pictures for the Carmelites, but 
died before they were completed. As he had donated his 
paintings to the monastery, the Carmelites in gratitude buried 
him in their church, and offered many Masses for the repose 
of his soul. 
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One night as the Carmelite monk, Dominic (who died in 
the odor of sanctity at Vienna in 1630), was praying in the 
church, the soul of the deceased artist appeared to him. This 
soul was enduring such terrible suffering, that the monk was 
amazed, and asked why he, who had lived an exemplary life, 
should have to suffer so much. 

The soul replied, “I suffer so intensely, because once I 
allowed myself to be persuaded by a distinguished gentleman 
to paint an indecent picture, and I must remain in purgatory 
as long as that picture exists.” He then told Dominic the 
name of the man who was in possession of the picture, and 
revealed that two of that man’s sons would die within a month. 
If the owner did not destroy the picture as soon as possible, 
his own end would follow soon. 

Dominic called: on the gentleman. He was terrified upon 
hearing the message and the circumstances, and immediately 
relinquished the picture to be destroyed. Within a month 
his two sons died as foretold. He, however, did penance, and re- 
placed his worldly works of art for religious subjects. This 
occurrence was recorded by Dominic himself, who concluded 
with the words, “This, I have written because I understand 
it to be the will of God that it should be published.” 


Pay What Thou Owest. 


WHEN THE FATHERS of the Society of Jesus first 
established their Order in Kentucky, a wealthy and respected 
Catholic citizen of Bardstown, Mr. S..., sought admission 
among them, —although his age and lack of a thorough pre- 
paratory education offered obstacles to his success. He entered 
the novitiate, only to be convinced that it was too late for him 
to become a priest, as had been prudently represented to him 
at the outset. However, his love for the Society had been 
strengthened by his short stay in the sanctuary of the com- 
munity, and he resolved to devote himself to the service of 
the Fathers in another way. He determined to secure a suitable 
residence and found a college which, as soon as it would be in 
a flourishing condition, he would turn over to the Society. 

With this object in view, Mr. S... made diligent inquiries, 
and advertised in various county newspapers for a suitable 
residence in which to begin his good work. One of his adver- 
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tisements received a prompt reply from the executors of an 
estate in C...County. The property offered for sale was 
unencumbered, its broad lands were under high cultivation, 
the mansion in good repair. Accompanied by a friend, Mr. 
S. .. hastened to visit the plantation. He found one wing of 
the residence occupied by the overseer and his family, and 
observed with pleasure that the advertisement seemed not to 
have exaggerated the value of the estate. 

Mr. S...and his friend tarried over night, and were as- 
signed separate apartments, which the administrators had 
ordered to be kept in readiness for the reception of prospective 
purchasers. Although greatly fatigued by a long ride on 
horseback over ill-kept roads, neither of the gentlemen could 
sleep, on account of a wearisome, incessant knocking in an 
adjoining room. Each believing the other to be sound asleep, 
forebore to awake his tired companion, but when they met at. 
an early breakfast, both, as in one breath, inquired of ‘the 
farmer’s wife the cause of the continuous tapping in the 
adjoining apartment. Mrs. F... exchanged a significant glance 
with her husband; a sort of grim smile overspread the face 
of the latter. After a moment’s hesitation, he declared that 
he and his wife and the servants on the estate, had vainly 
tried to find out the cause. All who slept in those two rooms 
heard the noise, and could not sleep. Both husband and wife 
assured their guests that the knocking took place in the apart- 
ment always occupied, during her lifetime, by Mrs. G.. ., the 
late owner of the estate; furthermore, that the disturbance was. 
unknown before her death. Mr. S...and his companion 
naturally became more and more interested, and after suggest- 
ing all the ordinary causes of unusual and mysterious knocks,. 
such as rats, cats, chip-munks, creaking doors, broken shutters, 
and the like, rode away with Mr. F...to make a thorough 
examination of the estate. 


Mysterious Knocking. 


The two gentlemen rode all over the plantation, conferred 
with the executors and some lawyers, and after inspecting the 
house thoroughly, sat down to a dinner that was highly cred- 
itable to the hostess, who seemed anxious concerning the 
disclosures of the morning. When night came on the visitors. 
were shown to the same rooms they had previously occupied. 
In the morning each spoke again of his inability to get any 
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refreshing sleep, and as they rode back to B..., talking over 
dreams, visions, and other supernatural occurrences, they asked 
themselves, might not this knocking have a supernatural cause? 
Concluding it might have, they considered it would be well to 
lay the case before the Rev. Father Q. . .; at least, they could 
go and tell him of their journey into C...County, and also 
of the mysterious knocking, if it seemed to come in naturally. 
Each felt a little dread of being laughed at as too credulous. 
In the course of their conversation with the Father, the full 
details of what they had learned and personally experienced 
were related. Father Q. .. seemed to consider the occurrence 
quite easily accounted for by some physical cause; but when 
the gentlemen recalled to his attention the circumstance of Mrs. 
G...’s death, he appeared to take another view of the matter. 

Finally, it was decided that Father Q...and a brother 
priest should accompany Mr. S...and his friend to the plan- 
tation, for a personal investigation. Soon after their arrival at 
the mansion, the priests, preceded by the servants of the family, 
Mr. and Mrs. F.. ., and two visitors, repaired to the mysterious 
chamber. When a little holy water had been sprinkled about 
the room, there was a cessation of the knocking, and after 
reciting some prayers, Father Q. .. inquired, in Latin, of what- 
ever spirit might be there, the cause of the disturbance. He 
was distinctly answered in the same tongue that the soul of 
Mrs. G. .. could not rest in peace, because of an uncancelled 
debt to the shoemaker, Mr... The interlocutor was assured 
that the matter should be attended to at once. Thereupon 
the knocking re-commenced and continued. 

All were painfully surprised, but thanked God that it 
would be so easy a matter to settle the debt. The rosary was 
then recited by the assembly, most of whom had supposed 
that the priests were present to bless the house. Without 
delay, Mr. S...and Father Q... repaired to the shop of the 
village shoemaker, and begged him to present any bill that he 
might have against the estate of the late Mrs. G. .. The shoe- 
maker said that he did not believe there was anything due 
him, for payments had always been made very punctually. 
However, he looked up his account-book, but declared that he 
found nothing unpaid. In sorrowful surprise, the two friends 
then took their departure, telling the shoe-dealer that, if at 
any time, he should find any debt against the property, to 
inform them without delay. 
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On his return home, the shoemaker related to his mother 
what had happened in the shop. After reflection, she asked 
if he had looked over his father’s accounts. “Certainly not,” 
he replied. 

“Then you have only partly complied with the request,” 
remarked his mother. “Mrs. G... was your father’s customer 
for a long time.” 

After dinner, they repaired to the attic, and searching out 
the old ledgers, went over them carefully. To their amaze- 
ment, they found a bill of twelve and one half dollars, for a 
pair of white satin slippers (probably Mrs. G...’s wedding 
slippers), which, in the midst of various affairs, had remained 
unsettled. A messenger was sent with all speed to the mansion. 
On the way he chanced to meet Father Q...and Mr. S... 
The bill, with interest, was paid on the spot, and, returning 
to the house, they learned from the astonished and delighted 
tenants that the rappings had suddenly and entirely ceased. 

Shortly after, Mr. S... became owner of the estate, the 
heirs of which, preferring to live in Europe, had permitted 
its sale, in order to divide and enjoy the proceeds. As Mr. 
S...had planned, a college was founded there, and before 
long it was under the control of the Society of his aspirations 
and his enthusiastic love. 


You Can Share in the Prayers and Good Works 
of Perpetual Adorers. 





THE PERPETUAL ADORATION is an angelic service, 
an act of profound faith and fervent love for the Most Blessed 
Sacrament. It draws priceless blessings on mankind for time 
and eternity. It is a special satisfaction to the Divine Heart 
of Jesus, a great comfort to the Church suffering, a source of 
strength to the Church militant and a cause of joy for the 
Church triumphant. Those indeed perform a God-pleasing 
work, who by their charitable contributions make it possible 
for the Perpetual Adoration to be kept up. ; 

The Perpetual Adoration entails many sacrifices and ex. 
penses, for this reason the faithful have always supported such 
institutions with charitable alms. As a return service, contin- 
uous prayers are offered for the living and departed benefactors. 
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From its very foundation, more than forty years ago, our 
convent established the Perpetual Adoration, and since then 
it has never been interrupted. The Benedictine Sisters at 
Clyde, Missouri, pray day and night without intermission 
before the Most Blessed Sacrament for the living and departed 
who have been recommended to their prayers. 

All the sisters, more than one hundred and fifty in number, 
receive and offer daily Holy Communion for these souls. 
Daily one or more Holy Masses, are said for the repose of 
these souls, and about fifty thousand Masses are heard by the 
sisters during the year according to this intention. 

The living as well as the dead may be enrolled and 
share in all the Holy Masses, Communions, prayers and good 
works heretofore mentioned, that they may thereby obtain the 
grace of final perseverance, of worthily receiving the last 
sacraments and of dying a happy death. Parents ought to be 
most anxious to enroll their children that they may share in 
these perpetual prayers. 

To be admitted, it is required that the name be registered, 
and an offering of about fifty cents given for each person. 
This alms need be given only once. It is used for the support 
of the house of God, to procure candles and adorn the 
Adoration Chapel. The expenses for candles alone amount 
to nearly two thousand dollars a year. 

How prudent, if persons advanced in age remember such 
an institution in their will, or better still, if during life, they 
assure themselves, by charitable offerings, of the prayers of a 
numerous community of religious. What a consolation for 
them to know that prayers are offered for them during life, 
and also after their death, when they have long been forgotten 
by their nearest relatives. 


ASSIST THE SOULS IN PURGATORY. Contains practical suggestions 
for aiding the poor souls. Price, 3 for 10 cts; $2.75 per 100 


NOTICE the Toties Quoties Indulgence from 12 o’clock noon All Saints’ 
day till twelve o’clock midnight All Souls’ day. A plenary indulgence may be 
gained for every visit one makes to the church if one prays according to the 
intention of the Holy Father. Make use of this opportunity to bring much 
consolation to the suffering souls. 





REMARK. — Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, according to the 
decrees of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the Church 
has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 
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St. Gertrude the Great. 


Glorious Death of St. Gertrude. 


St. Gertrude’s heart was a glowing furnace of love for 
her heavenly Bridegroom. She longed, with unspeakable 
longing, for His summons to the heavenly joys. Her life, it 
is true, had been one of most intimate union with Jesus, 
because our Lord had 
appeared to her with 
astonishing frequen- 
cy, nay, almost daily. 
To quote a pious 
author, we may say 
that Gertrude “lived 
at home with her 
Beloved.” The sight 
of His beauty in 
these visions, and 
the caresses of His 
love had so ravished 
her soul that she 
awaited, with holy 
impatience, the day 
when He would take 
her to His Heart and 
unite her to Himself 
forever. Her lamp 
was filled with oil; 
its flame of love was 
burning _ brightly. 
How often she sighed 
for death in the 
words of the psalm- 

ist: “As the hart panteth after the fountains of water, so my 
soul panteth after Thee, O God! My soul hath thirsted after 
the strong, living God: when shall I come to appear before 
the face of God? My tears have been my bread day and night, 
whilst it is said to me daily: Where is thy God?” Yet her 
ardent desires were unheeded by Jesus. He deferred His coming. 
But the longer He delayed, the stronger grew her love and the 
more intense her desire to be dissolved and to be with Christ, 
her Spouse. 
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As Gertrude once reflected on death, she exclaimed: “O 
Lover of my soul! I have never honored Thy saints worthily. 
I am undeserving of their consolation in my last moments. 
I can expect comfort from Thee alone, the Sanctifier of saints.” 

Jesus consoled her by responding: “At the hour of thy 
death I Myself will appear to thee with all the joys and 
charms of My Divinity and Humanity.” 

Later, when Gertrude’s heart seemed almost overcome 
by the vehemence of its love and the intensity of her desire 
for death, she exclaimed: “When, oh! when, wilt Thou fulfill 
Thy promise and deliver me from the prison of my body, 
and permit me to enter the beatitude of eternal life ?” 

“Do I not,” replied our Lord, “during the time of this 
delay, give thee, My spouse, the most tender proofs of My 
love? I refer to the tender and intimate union which is 
accomplished with thee here on earth in the Sacrament of 
the Altar, which, after this life, can no longer take place in 
such a manner.” 

On another occasion when Gertrude lovingly complained 
of her banishment in this world, our Lord encouraged her to 
bear her exile by manifesting to her the manner of her death. 
She was rapt in ecstasy, and beheld hosts of angels and saints, 
with censers in their hands, come to meet her. Then followed 
the patriarchs, the prophets, the apostles, the martyrs, the vir- 
gins, even the holy innocents. The evil spirits dared not approach. 

At length Gertrude took seriously ill. She was filled with 
joy when she learned that no hope was entertained for her 
recovery. She turned to Jesus with these words: “Although 
I desire, above all things, to be delivered from the prison of 
the flesh, and to be united to Thee, nevertheless, if it please 
Thee, I would willingly remain on earth and endure the 
severest sufferings even until the day of judgment.” 

Our Lord replied: “Thy good will so moves My Divine 
goodness, that I accept it as if thou hadst accomplished what 
thou desirest.” As He said this, a marvelous joy illumined 
His countenance, and He continued : — 

“In the hour when I shall draw thee entirely to Myself, 
the mountains,—that is, the saints, will distill sweetness. 
For the increase of thy beatitude, the heavens shall pour 
forth honey on the earth; and the hills, —that is the inhab- 
itants of earth, — will flow with milk and honey, meaning: for 
your sake I shall attract carnal and earthly souls by My grace.” 
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The Sacred Heart Opens to Receive Gertrude. 


Gertrude had received from her Divine Bridegroom the 
promise that she should die of Divine love: that the ardor 
of her love would truly consume her life. Often Gertrude 
had swooned away under the overwhelming power of her 
vehement love, and now its intensity was inflicting upon her 
that glorious death, even death from excess of love! The 
consolations vouchsafed to her in her last illness were so 
abundant, that they were imparted even to those who attended 
her. She suffered unspeakable pain for several months before 
her death, but so great was her fervor that she insisted on 
being carried daily to assist at the Adorable Sacrifice. 

Through manifold sufferings and almost lifelong infirmities, 
she now neared her dissolution. In indescribable sorrow, her 
sister religious surrounded her bed. Jesus appeared to her, 
His Divine countenance radiant with joy. At His right hand 
was His holy Mother, and to His left the beloved disciple, 
St. John. Our Lord was attended by an immense multitude 
of angels, virgins and other saints. He approached the bed 
of the dying saint, showing such marks of tenderness and 
affection as were more than sufficient to sweeten the bitter- 


ness of death. ; 
The sisters were reading the Passion at Gertrude’s bedside. 


When they pronounced the words: “And bowing His head, 
He gave up the ghost,” Jesus leaned toward His faithful 
spouse, opened wide His Adorable Heart, and in a transport 
of love, poured forth all Its tenderness upon her. 

Celestial spirits surrounded her bed, and she beheld them 
inviting her to paradise, and heard them singing in accents 
of ravishing melody: “Come, come, come, O mistress! the 
delights of heaven await thee. Alleluia! Alleluia!” 

The happy moment of Gertrude’s release had come. A 
religious heard our Divine Lord address her thus: “Behold, 
now thou art to be united to Me and become My own forever, 
by the sweet embrace of My Heart.” 

At that instant, Gertrude’s blessed soul, escaping from 
its earthly tabernacle, rose toward Jesus and penetrated the 
the sanctuary of His sweetest Heart. Who can describe the 
welcome and caresses she received from her Divine Spouse! 
Who can conceive the joy and thanksgiving of the angels 
and saints as they attended her triumph! Excess of Divine 
Love had, indeed, consumed her life. The golden arrow 
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foreshown to her by Jesus had wounded her soul; it had 
pierced her heart through and through, and her angelic spirit 
had taken flight to the place she had chosen for her repose 
in life and death — the Heart of Jesus.* 

As the community prostrated in prayer for the repose 
of the soul of their beloved Gertrude, they beheld her stand- 
ing before the throne of the Most Holy Trinity, radiant with 
glory, interceding for those who recommended themselves to 
her prayers. One religious beheld our Savior invite her to 
His Heart. There rests the favored Gertrude throughout 
eternity. There, so closely united to her Beloved she obtains 
precious gifts for her devoted clients from the ‘inexhaustible 
treasury of grace. 


St Gertrude the Great. The “Herald of the Sacred Heart.” 
Learn from her how to bring the Sacred Heart into your daily life: 
It will repair your negligences... Read the sketch of the wonder- 
ful life of this privileged virgin and the magnificent promises of our 
Lord to those who invoke her. This booklet contains the most con- 
soling and practical revelations of St. Gertrude’s writings. 10 cts. 
each; $8.00 per tco. 


A PRIEST: ‘‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.’’ It is the most spiritual 
periodical published. You will be glad to know that I use a number of 
its articles at my Holy Hour. They are so full of unction and so ap- 
propriate for the hour of adoration. | am enclosing a check of $10.00 
with request that you send it to the most needy Sisters you know of. 


OHIO: It is owing to “Tabernacle and Purgatcry” Magazine that one finds 
out the particulars of the sad conditions of the Convents in Austria and Germany. 
To my knowledge no other Catholic Magazine or Weekly Paper informs its readers 
in a like manner. 

I had intended to put the $10.00 in the Building Association, but I thought 
that to feed the starving Sisters was more necessary than to lay it up for a rainy 
day. Oh, that all Catholics of this country could read those heartrending and ap- 
pealing letters for aid, for bread to sustain life, what a flow of money would be 
pouring into the empty bread-baskets to fill them with bread and other necessaries 
of life! May God grant the grace to all the Readers of your magazine to donate 
to this cause of satisfying the hunger of these Poor Sisters. 


A CHICAGO PRINTER: Enclosed you will find...One dollar of 
which is for a year’s subscription...1! ama printer by trade and looking 
over your work, the typographical make up is only limited to your 
type assortment, and the press work is as good as any press-man can 
produce on a good press. I generally pass your little publication to 
someone else. And I hope that your Guardian Angels will guard you 
from all commercial snares. Many agents are mercenary and would 
even outdo Judas. And since you have not as many subscribers as you 
wish, I hope that the quality of those you have will make up for the 
apparent loss. 


*In the Benedictine Order the feast of St. Gertrude is celebrated 
on November 17th. (F 1302.) 
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The “Thought from Heaven.” 


In this country the education of a priest costs from $1500.00 
to $2000.00. In Germany and Austria, however, a donation of 
$500.00 would be sufficient for the education of a youth to the 
priesthood. However, many people with the best will are un- 
able to sacrifice $500.00; but $250.00 or $300.00 would probably 
be possible for them. Be consoled, for this amount would de- 
fray the expenses of a student of philosophy or theology until 
his ordination. What a joy for the student, what a consolation 
for the bishop, when such a noble gift arrives! Others, again 
by being saving, can lay aside $50.00 or $60.00 a year. That 
is just sufficient to pay the expenses of a student for one year. 
Now he can study! Without this support he would be obliged 
to give up his studies! 


Whoever adopts a student until he has attained the priest- 
hood, even for only one year, may send us the offering. We 
will forward the donation to the diocesan bishop or to the 
director of the seminary who will apply it to the education 
of a worthy student. The bishop or director of the seminary 
will write you himself, and also the happy student. He will 
be in communication with you until he says his first Holy 
Mass. And be assured, the bond of charity will be drawn 
still more closely after his ordination. Then, dear reader, can 
you not say in truth: I have a priest in my family! Oh, 
believe me, this priest will be a most grateful son, a most 
dutiful brother; he will never cause you grief or anguish. 
On the contrary, he will be your great joy and consolation, 
especially at the hour of death. 


Those who send part payments for scholarships will help 
us avoid much delay in forwarding their money to Europe, if 
they will please state clearly how they wish their donation 
applied: either for a student’s full course, costing $500.00 or 
for a student of theology costing from $250.00 to $300.00. Kind- 
ly mention, too, if you can read German. 


The above “Thought from Heaven” has been an inspira- 
tion to many a heart. God bless those noble donors who 
have given the sufferers of Europe, “not only bread, but 
priests who will give them the Bread of eternal life.” 
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New York, Oct. 6, 1921. 
Dear Venerable Sisters :— Herewith I am sending you $50 for a student 
who wishes to become a priest. For love of the Sacred Heart and the 
Blessed Virgin, | will begin this work. May God give it His blessing 
that my future brother may become a good priest... 


Pennsylvania, Oct. 4, 1921. 
Dear Friends in the Sacred Heart: — First of all let me express to you my 
thanks, a thousandfold. May the Lord repay what you have done forme. The 
beautiful magazine is worth not only $1.00 but $100.00; for the soul draws the 
greatest profit therefrom. I have made a great resolve. If the Lord keeps me in 
good health and strength I intend to provide three students with means to study 
for the priesthood — three, in honor of the Most Holy Trinity. I adopt them as 
my sons: the first in honor of the Heavenly Father, the second in honor of the 
Son, and the third in honor of the Holy Ghost and His Immaculate Spouse, the 

Blessed Mother of God. With kindly greetings in the Divine Heart of Jesus... 





Scholarship Formula. 


Dear reader, your scholarship looks similar to the one. below 
when it is sent to the Bishop in Europe. The remarks on each will 
be according to the donor’s wish. ‘Two copies are made, and the 
duplicate is returned to us with the student’s name. Many have not 
been returned as yet because most of the ‘‘adopted sons” will be 
chosen during October when the seminaries re-open. 


* sa 
* 


Donor: Mr. Joseph Ritter, Dresden, Kansas. 
Sum: $500.00 (Five hundred dollars) paid in full. 


Purpose: For the education of a poor student for the holy 
priesthood in Germany. 


Remarks: The donor of this Scholarship is 61 years old and 
by no means rich. He says he has lost more money during 
the past year than ever before in his life, but he has likewise 
given more for charity than ever before. He and his family 
wear their old clothes, even to church, in order to be able to 
give more for charity. The one benefited by this money 
should please correspond with the donor in German. He is 
anxious to hear from his “adopted son” and will be happy 
when he can say he has “a priest in his family.” 


Name of Student: Gusto fry Breslau 


This duplicate has just been returned. 
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Sorrowful Tears are Wiped Away. 


Again the ‘“Little Flower” comes all in smiles. No, dear Reader, 
not with her hand extended for alms! This time her beaming face 
radiates upon you the blessing of God in reward for your 
generous sacrifices. We were, indeed, edified by the noble spirit 
in which our dear friends have aided the suffering religious-sisters of 
the ‘‘Little Flower,” during the past month. A lady wrote how badly 
she needed a hat. But one morning Sister Teresa of the Child Jesus 
whispered, ‘“That hat is not necessary. Send the money for the poor 
Carmelites,” and so she did. A girl was just ordering a new coat. 
She had worn her old one four years. But the tears fell from her 
eyes as she read of a young Carmelite nun actually crying from hunger. 
““My old coat is good enough,” wrote the girl, and sent the check 
in honor of the “Little Flower.” Another lady said that Sister 
Teresa smiled so charmingly that she could not resist; she just 
had to send her last $10.00 to help the suffering Carmelites. One of 
our faithful friends had just mailed his monthly check to apply for the 
student he had adopted. Neither could he resist the ‘“Little Flower’s” 
appeal! At once he sent a considerable amount, with the wish that 
others would be able to spare more than a poor ‘‘night watchman !” 

Could our merciful Savior fail to reward such charity ! Assuredly 
not! Oh, He will lavish on these generous givers the plenitude of His 
graces and holy peace. But the alms we can collect is very small in 
comparison with the hundreds of institutions who have pitifully begged 
us for help. Let us continue our works of mercy, the alms of our 
Christian charity will dry the sorrowful tears of these needy 
religious. Among the many letters received lately, we cannot refrain 
from letting you, also, dear friends, read the two following appeals. 


Convent of the Good Shepherd, Hall, Tyrol. 
Reverend P. Lukas, 

Through God’s loving Providence we heard of your 
benevolence toward the poor convents and institutions of Austria; how 
you have helped so many convents, and brought comfort and relief. 
Heavily oppressed by care and sorrow, with heart in hand, | timidly 
knock at your kind, merciful heart, for Christ and His dear Mother’s sake, 


Our convent with 300 inmates, most of whom are young, tender 
maidens, is on the verge of being dissolved. Rev. Father, for almost a 
whole year we had no bread, but lived mostly on spinach. — Lately 
we purchased some old cheap military horses. These we butchered and 
smoked and now eat with our spinach. Potatoes are so expensive that we 
cannot buy any. All provisions have an exorbitant price. The good God 
knows we are in greatest want; we are in extreme need of every kind 
of clothing, and winter is already at the door. Underwear we have 
none, the roof of our house is falling in. One bad news follows another! 


Reverently we kiss your hand, and on our knees we tearfully im- 
plore help. Oh, interest yourself in our poor, poor nuns of the Good 
Shepherd! Have compassion on those hundreds of children and girls! 
Surely, in the great beautiful States there are still hearts that beat 
with sympathy for us poor religious, and will save us from terrible 
misery. Our future fate we entrust to St. Joseph, that he may become 
to us a Father as at Nazareth. He is powerful enough to move the hearts 
of his clients. In highest esteem and sincerest gratitude, I am, 


Sister Udarika, Superioress of the Good Shepherd. 
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Convent of the Good Shepherd, Harbach, Austria. 
Dear Reverend Father Lukas, 

Your alms of 200,000 crowns has just 
reached us. Again and again I exclaim: ‘‘God reward you for it.” 
The eternal Good Shepherd who sees our need and misery, knows 
best what to give you and the noble benefactors. ‘Therefore we turn 
to Him in fervent prayer for blessings, comfort and happiness. Once, 
all our kind, loving, noble-hearted benefactors in America, will have 
a rich share in the souls of the children, whom we are enabled to save 
from temporal and eternal ruin through their generous gifts. These 
will one day form a glorious crown for their benefactors. Long since, 
we should have been obliged to send away these poor, forsaken little 
ones. If wedo, they will, of course, immediately fall a prey to misery. 
Only through your help and by dint of great labor have we succeeded 
in keeping them from month to month 

How the eyes of those little ones sparkle when we say : ‘‘Children, 
now you may remain with us another month; the good Lord has sent 
you something again from America.” ‘Then they pray and cry to 
heaven in such gratitude that it brings the tears to oureyes. Surely, 
God must hear such pleading! If a child wants to become pouty or 
disobedient, I need only to say: ““Child, the door is open.” That 
suffices. Oh, those poor creatures, what have they not suffered in 
their early years! Volumes could be written. We, sisters, hungry 
and faint ourselves, share the last morsel withthem. In our day, the 
soul of the child, already in its tenderest years, is dreadfully demor- 
alized. Every spark of faith is rooted out of the heart, and its inno- 
cence sadly lost. Why, then, should we not do all in our power to 
save these souls, for whom our Lord paid the price of His Precious 
Blood? For, do we not live for God and for souls, and life is so short! 

Please, Rev. Father, express our most fervent ‘““God reward” to 
all our noble donors and generous hearts, and assure them of our most 
grateful prayers. ‘Two hundred thousand crowns are sufficient to 
support our lives for two months, but what then, if American help 
fail us ? 

Again thanking you most sincerely, I sign myself in all respect, 
with cordial greetings, Your humble servant, 

Sister Mary Ignatia, Superioress. 
> Oe @ 
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Adoration Book of the Blessed Sacrament 


A Franciscan Father: “I used the ‘Adoration Book’ last night 
in our Holy Hour and with great satisfaction. Iam prefect of the 
theological seminary here and have to conduct the Holy Hour week- 
ly; at times it becomes difficult to arrange an hour that will not be- 
come monotonous, and your book filled a long-felt need.” 


Parishes in which adoration is held in common during forty hours 
devotion, on special feasts, etc., will find this book most helpful. 
Suitable also for private visits to our Eucharistic Lord; for the Holy 
Hour, for Sunday afternoon services, etc. 

Contains twelve hours of adoration. Printed on fine quality pa- 
per. De Luxe edition. Size 5x 71-2 in. 400 pages. Genuine 
Leather, red edges, $3.00; gold edges, $3.50 


Golden Links 


A selection of devotional exercises for young people. Size 27 
x 4% inches, 347 pages. White celluloid binding, chromo design 
on front cover, metal clasp, gold edges, $2.50. White Kid, $1.50. 
Black leather binding, gold edges $1.00. Black cloth binding red 
edges, $0.60. Hand-bound. 


Joy in God 


A handy ‘‘Vest Pocket Manual” Size 434 x 2% inches 270 pages. 
Morocco Grain, gilt edges, $1.00. Hand-bound. 


Gems of Prayer 
A complete prayer-book. Size 3% x 4% inches, 402 pages. 
Leather binding, gold edges, $1.25; French morocco, embossed cover, 
gold edges, $1.50; 


Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children 


Complete prayer-book for children from six to twelve years. 
Very appropriate for use in common at Mass and Communion. 
Durable cover. 20 cents each; 15 cents wholesale. 


Wonders of the Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias 
History of the manifestations of the Holy Christ of Limpias, 
Spain, since March, 1919. Marvels witnessed by bishops, priests, 
physicians and pilgrims. 10 cents each; $8.00 per 100 


The Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias, Spain — Pictures 
Three different views inexpressibly beautiful and true. Made up 
in an elegant 16-page map of finest art paper, with a short history 
of this remarkable Crucifix and edifying reflections on the Passion. 
20 cts. each; 6 for $1.00; 15 cts. each in quantities of 25 or more. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 








Our Booklet Publications 


€Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the Rome 
Short history of this devotion. Its spirit and object. How to 
perform the Enthronement. Complete prayers for ceremonial. 


Six. Discourses on the Enthronement 
Simply and charmingly Rev. P. Matheo relates some of the wonders 
effected in homes where the Sacred Heart has been Enthroned. 


Crue Veneration of the Sacred Heart 
The infinite love of the Heart of Jesus for the children of men. 
How we should return love for love and offer atonement. 


Come, Let Us Adore! 
Two hours of adoration extracted from the ‘‘Adoration Book of 
the Blessed Sacrament.” 1. Praise of the loving Heart of Jesus. 
2. Atonement to the Outraged Heart of Jesus. 


God Himself Our Sacrifice 
Will give you a better knowledge of Holy Mass. Even children 
will be drawn by these simple explanations and interesting miracles. 


Tu the Splendor of the Morning Sun 
Excellence of the Holy Sacrifice. By interesting explanations 
and examples it impresses the four ends of Holy Mass. 


Prayer, the Great Means of Grace 


The necessity of prayer; its excellence and sublimity; its effects. 


Go 10 Joseph 
St. Joseph’s position in the plan of Redemption; his dignity, sanc- 
tity and glory; his feasts; St. Joseph, our powerful protector. 
Little Ceresa of the Child Jesus (enlarged edition) 
Sketch of the life of this seraph of love; wonders after her death; 
prayers. Excellent for circulation. 
Devotion to Mary 
Advantages of the veneration of the Holy Virgin. In what 
devotion to Mary consists. The Immaculate Conception. 
De Montfort’s Devotion to Mary 
Why we should go to Jesus through Mary. Essential points of 
the true devotion. Exterior practices. Acts of consecration. 
Mary, Mother of God 
Treats of the sanctity and dignity of Mary as Mother of God. To 
read it and in return not to love Mary is well-nigh impossible. 
Mary, Our Mother 
Our ladder to heaven; our consolation in affliction; our merciful 
refuge; our advocate in death; our deliverer from purgatory. 


Under Mary’s Mantle 
The powerful patronage of Mary. How to consecrate children to 
Our Lady. Some striking examples of how Mary protects her own. 


The Rosary, My Creasure 
A key to heaven. Beauty of the rosary prayers. Reflections on 
the mysteries. The Arch-Confraternity of the Holy Rosary. 
Above booklets 10 cents each; $8.00 per 100 




















All for Chee, O Heart of Jesus 
Devotions and acts of consecration to the Sacred Heart. A friend: 
“*T think ‘All for Thee’ is the best book I have ever read.” 


From Olivet to Calvary 
Reflections and prayers. It will assist you to follow our agonizing 
Savior throughout the stages of His bitter Passion. 


Che Guard of Honor and the Holy our 
How to keep the Guard of Honor at any time, any place. Reflec- 
tions and prayers for the Holy Hour. A very useful booklet. 


Conformity to the Will of God (Revised edition) 
It will teach you resignation in all the trials of this life and how 
to be happy even amidst suffering. 


Magnificence of the Love of God 
Explains in simple words the inestimable value of acts of love 
and perfect contrition. A nun writes: “‘It is a treasure.” 


Communicate Frequently and Devoutly 
True Doctrine of the Church regarding frequent Communion. 
Practical suggestions for preparation. The Communion Mass. 


Communion Devotions in Union with Mary 
A choice collection of prayers for Holy Communion, and a Mass 
devotion in the spirit of Bl. Grignon de Montfort. 


Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows 
The inexpressible sufferings of the Queen of Martyrs. Promises 
of our Lord to those who venerate her sorrows. Prayers, litany. 


Tudulgenced Prayers and Aspirations 
Practically all the approved indulgenced ejaculations in honor of 
our Divine Savior and His Blessed Mother conveniently grouped. 


Words of Consolation for the Sick and Afflicted 


A spiritual banquet full of comfort for your sick friends. 


Devotions to $t. Joseph 


A rich variety of prayers in honor of this glorious saint. 
Good St. Ann 
Her power and dignity. Prayers and a novena. 
Above booklets 5 cents each; $4.00 per 100 


Message of the Sacred Keart 


Most appealing to the heart. A nun: “‘It is a little treasure.” 
Devotion to the Precious Blood 


How to offer It to prevent mortal sins and to aid the poor souls. 
Holy Water in the Christian Home 
Its efficacious use in assisting the living and the dead. 
Two copies for 5 cts.; $2.00 per 100 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ 


It is impossible to find a more soul-thrilling description of our 
Redeemer’s Passion than the revelations of Anna Catherine Emmerich. 
In this book the intensity of our Lord’s sufferings and the compassion 
of His Blessed Mother are placed before our eyes with a clearness 
that overwhelms the soul with emotion. Few hearts can be sod hard- 
ened as not to be deeply moved on reading this remarkable work. 
The book also contains a sketch of the life of Anna Catherine 
Emmerich, who bore the Wounds of our Savior in her own body. 


Tastefully bound in cloth, gold stamping. Price, 2.00. 


Father Paul of Moll 


An edifying book recounting the life and miracles of a saintly 
Flemish Benedictine who died in the year 1896. You will read with 
interest his quaint sayings and remarkable letters. Father Paul has 
been called the Wonderworker of the roth century, so numerous were 
the miracles performed during his lifetime; nor have they ceased with 
his death. His life may be summed up in the words of the Gospel: 
‘‘He went about doing good.”’ 


A sketch of the life of the holy patriarch St. Benedict, an ex- 
planation of his medal and prayers in his honor are also contained 
in this book. 


A handsome gift. Bound in blue cloth with gold stamping. Five phototone 
illustrations with a portrait of Father Paul as frontispiece. Price $2.00 


Inspiring Words of the Bl. Cure of Ars 


The charming simplicity of this work appeals to the mind, the 

living unction imparted by its glowing words inflames the heart. The 

Blessed Cure of Ars had a profound knowledge of the human 

heart, and understood how to speak convincingly and impressively 

in plain, simple language of the fundamental truths of our holy reli- 

gion. Old and young will profit by this interesting book. ) 
Durable paper cover 25 cents each. i 











We are again in a position to supply our friends with 


Santa Barbara Liniment 


An effective remedy for neuralgia or rheumatism. 
Any of these ailments will be speedily relieved and, as a 
rule, permanently cured if the Liniment is used at the 
proper time and according to the directions enclosed. 
Price per bottle $1.50. 


Can be procured genuine only from 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 














ROSARIES 


First Communion and Birthday Gifts. 


Small beads, 10 year guarantee, rolled-gold chain $2.00 


” ” ” ” ” ” 
75 


Opal, Crystal, Sappherine, Mother of Pearl, 
Colors — Amethyst, Emerald, Garnet, Jet and Topaz. 


Large beads, 


Souvenirs for Graduation and Jubilees 


Rolled-gold beads elegantly carved in fluted design $4.00, 5.00 & 6.00 
Fine cut oval beads, various colors, to yr. guarantee 3.00 


Oval jet beads, handsomely cut and polished, rolled-gold cross 
and center emblem beautifully ornamented, 20 yr. guarantee 4.50 


Genuine black cocoa beads on rolled-gold chain. Handsome 1.50 


Cocoa Rosaries for Daily Use 


Supplied at the following prices — 35, 40, 50 & 60 cts. each 
Large oblong beads, heavy chain, durable 0.75 


When remittance accompanies the order, rosaries will be blessed with the 
Dominican, Crosier and Papal indulgences, and a leaflet of explanation will be sent. 


St. Benedict Jubilee Medal 


Heavily gold-plated 
Without chain $1.00 On gold-filled chain 


Rolled-gold Scapular Lockets 


Small size, beautifully engraved, on gold-filled chain 


” ” ” ” ” ” 


Large size, % 


Scapular Medallions with rolled-gold-plated rim o. 
Gilt Scapular Medal 6. 
Aluminum Scapular Medals 3 for Oo. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
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